412               Live-Stock and Poultry Diseases
Treatment and prevention
It is useless to attempt the treatment of one or more pigs that may be born alive. They will always be weak and unthrifty and will seldom repay the owner for the extra work required to raise them,
Hairlessness may be prevented easily by feeding potassium iodide to the brood sows during the entire period of pregnancy. Any drug-store can supply this chemical, The potassium iodide may be mixed with the feed or added to the regular mineral mixture at the rate of % ounce of potassium iodide to 100 pounds of grain or mineral. A simpler way to feed iodine is to secure several hundred 3-grain tablets of potassium iodide and give one to each sow once a week. Some investigators advise more than this, but the work of Welch, of Montana, indicates that this amount is effective. Regardless of the way the potassium iodide is fed, it must be used throughout the period of pregnancy. To wait until the animal is a month from farrowing time is useless. Three months is about the shortest time iodine may be fed to secure good results.
CLIPPING TEETH
On some farms it is the custom to clip the points off all teeth as soon as the pigs are born. The reason for this is not well understood, unless it is thought to prevent the little pigs from biting one another or injuring the teats of the sow. This is a barbarous practice which should be discontinued because by far more harm is done than good. One or two pigs in some litters may have long sharp teeth and vicious dispositions. Such a combination might well cause trouble, but it does not follow that the teeth of all pigs should be clipped because of the bad manners of a few, The individual fighter in the litter should have his teeth attended to, but the others should be permitted to keep their teeth.
When teeth are clipped, care should be taken not to injure the gums, for this often results in an infection commonly called necro of the gums or sore mouth. When the gums